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Welcome & Introduction

Professor Michael Mainelli
Executive Chairman

Z/Yen Group
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Programme

09:00
Welcome & Introduction
Professor Michael Mainelli, Executive Chairman, Z/Yen Group

09:05
Smart Centres Index 5 Results
Mike Wardle, Director & Head Of Indices, Z/Yen Group

09:20
Commentary & Observations
Professor Michael Mainelli, Executive Chairman, Z/Yen Group

09:30 Questions, Comments & Answers

09:45 Close
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♦ The established clusters in North America, Europe, Asia 

and UK continue to thrive, yet the question is where the 

new clusters will emerge and how can governments 

accelerate their development?

♦ As a global communications company, BT strives to 

connect people and we invest heavily in R&D to drive new 

technologies and innovation

♦ The future of humanity can be brilliant: we have the 

technology and an entire galaxy, what more do we need:

“Nature is a totally efficient, self-regenerating system. 

If we discover the laws that govern this system and 

live synergistically within them, sustainability will 

follow and humankind will be a success.”

R. Buckminster Fuller

SCI Foreword

Robert Hercock

Chief Research Scientist, 

Security Research Practice

BT
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Smart Centres Index 5 Results

Mike Wardle
Director & Head Of Indices

Z/Yen Group
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Z/Yen Research
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♦ The Smart Centres Index is designed to track commercial 
centres’ ability to create, develop, and deploy technology

♦ Aims to help investors, governments, and regulators view the 
attractiveness of centres for new technologies and products by 
measuring how attuned centres and their regulatory systems are 
to attracting innovation and growth in innovation and 
technology

Smart Centres Index
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♦ Combine perception data with hard data using advanced 
statistical modelling

♦ Individual assessments of commercial centres are 
associated with the quantitative data for that centre

♦ We can then predict how the individual would rate other 
cities based on their profile

Factor Assessment Index
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♦ The SCI measures three equally weighted dimensions:
➢ Innovation Support - the approach taken to regulation and 

support for the innovation and technology industry provided 

by the commercial ecosystem

➢ Creative Intensity - the extent to which technology and 

innovative industries are embedded in the economy of the 

centre

➢ Delivery Capability - the quality of the work being undertaken 

in the field in the centre

SCI Dimensions
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The SCI World

76 Centres Featured In SCI 5
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♦ Leading US and Western European centres show a strong 
performance. Asia/Pacific centres continue to lag slightly behind, 
which is surprising given the technology and science strengths of 
China in particular.

♦ New York maintained its first position in the index, with London 
second, and Hong Kong in third place.

♦ Five Western European centres feature in the top 10, with four 
from the US. Hong Kong is the only Asia/Pacific centre in the top 
10.

♦ The average rating for all centres rose 2.3%, compared with SCI 
4.  Only five centres fell in the SCI ratings.

♦ Only five centres rose 10 or more places in the rankings in SCI 5, 
while nine centres fell 10 or more places.

SCI 5 Headlines



© Z/Yen Group 2022

SCI 5 Respondents

Respondents By Sector Respondents By Region
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SCI 5 Top Twenty Centres
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Leading Centres Over Time
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♦ The SCI Dimensions
➢Innovation Support

➢Creative Intensity 

➢Delivery Capability

SCI 5 Top Twenty Centres By Dimension
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♦ 28 Western European centres feature in SCI 5, with five centres ranking in 

the top 10

♦ 19 centres in the region fell in the rankings as other centres improved

Western Europe – Top 15
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♦ 11 North American centres feature in SCI 5 and four are in the 

world top 10

♦ The leading centres in the region maintained or improved their 

ranking, while other centres fell back

North America
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♦ 21 Asia/Pacific centres now feature in the SCI, with Chengdu joining the 

index for the first time

♦ Hong Kong, Singapore, and Shanghai rank in the top 20 in the world

Asia/Pacific – Top 15
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♦ Prague maintained its lead in the region, although it fell 12 places in the 

rankings in SCI 5. Sofia takes second place in the region.

♦ Athens entered the SCI for the first time

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
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♦ Tel Aviv leads this region, rising five places to 13th position

♦ Bahrain entered the index for the first time

Middle East & Africa



© Z/Yen Group 2022

♦ Mexico City and the Cayman Islands are the only two centres in the region 

to feature in the SCI

♦ While Mexico City improved its ranking by 3 places, Cayman Islands fell 23 

places

Latin America & The Caribbean

Centre
SCI 5 SCI 4 Change In 

Rank
Change In 

RatingRank Rating Rank Rating

Mexico City 51 645 54 617 ▲3 ▲28

Cayman Islands 72 585 49 624 ▼23 ▼39
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SCI Taxonomy
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Areas Of Competitiveness
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Technology Effect
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Reputation Advantage
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Reputational Disadvantage
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Observations

Professor Michael Mainelli
Executive Chairman

Z/Yen Group
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Regional Difference In Assessments

New York

London
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Correlation Between SCI 5 & Instrumental Factors
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Correlation With Technology Factors
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Regulatory Goals
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Number Of Patent Applications

Source: World Intellectual Property Organisation

⧫Chinese centres do not feature as highly in the index as might be expected 
given their leading position in the filing of patents
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Top Universities In Science & Technology

Source: QS Top Universities Subject Ranking
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Comments, Questions & Answers
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Smart Centres Index 6
November 2022

Take the SCI survey at:
www.smartcentresindex.net/survey/

@Zyen_DF

http://www.smartcentresindex.net/survey/

