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A Word From Today’s Chairman
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Professor Michael Mainelli

Executive Chairman

Z/Yen Group
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Today’s Agenda

▪ 10:00 – 10:05 Chairman’s Introduction

▪ 10:05 – 10:25 Keynote Presentation – Professor Robert Barrington

▪ 10:25 – 10:45 Question & Answer
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Today’s Speaker
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Professor Robert Barrington

Professor of Anti-Corruption 
Practice

University of Sussex



Professor Robert Barrington

Corruption, Capital, Power: 
Today's World Through The 

Lens Of Corruption

ZYen FS Club

June 20th 2022



Corruption is a term increasingly used in political discourse and international 

relations. But what does it really mean, and can understanding the world 

through the lens of corruption reveal anything new? This webinar will look 

across the world from Afghanistan to Ukraine, examining concepts such as 

state capture and strategic corruption, and discuss the role of London as a 

centre for corrupt capital. It will conclude by analysing global leadership on 

tackling corruption, and where that might be heading

Summary



What are we talking about?





Regional averages



Global Corruption Barometer – Asia 2020



What size bribe (pre-Taliban) do you pay to become a Police Chief in Afghanistan?

1)$5,000

2)$50,000

3)$100,000

Poll



• Ghost soldiers – 15,000 out of 25,000

• Unqualified and absent leaders – purchase of rank

• Under-fed and disillusioned soldiers

• Missing equipment

The fall of Mosul 2014



What role did corruption play in the rapid fall of the 

Ghani government?

Afghanistan





Corruption analysts knew it was coming….



2014: weakened Ukraine military

2022: weakened Russia military

Ukraine: 2014 vs 2022



What does this not tell us?



Corrupt capital flows



• Clearing house and destination for corrupt capital

• Considered high-risk by US authorities

• Successive UK governments ambivalent about acting

• New focus since Ukraine
• Unexplained wealth orders
• Magnitsky sanctions
• Beneficial ownership transparency
• Reform of Overseas Territories & Crown Dependencies
• Focus on professional enablers

Londongrad



• Will government appetite continue beyond Ukraine crisis?

• Will it extend beyond Ukraine?

• What kind of compromises will a post-Brexit economy need?

• Will Labour and LibDems stick to their promises?

• Who succeeds Johnson?

The future of Londongrad



• UN Convention Against Corruption

• OECD Anti-Bribery Convention

• IMF

• NATO

• Active leadership of United States/allies makes the big difference

• But: Russia, China and allies aiming to seize agenda

Who’s in charge of doing something?



• China

• Covid-19

• Climate change

• Johnson & Trump – populism in democracies

• State capture

What’s left out of this analysis?



• Corruption leads to uncertainty and political instability

• Unreliability of data, importance of intelligence

• Companies can be a target or a football

• Potential for rapid change

• Corruption is key to understanding both geo-politics and national circumstances –

analysts should give it a high priority

What does it mean for companies
and markets?



CPD course

“Understanding Corruption”

Want to know more?



r.barrington@sussex.ac.uk

Q&A



Comments, Questions & Answers
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Thank You For Listening

Forthcoming Events

▪ Tue, 21 Jun (16:00-16:45) No More Dead Polar Bears: Art For Sustainability Engagement

▪ Thu, 23 Jun (15:00-15:45) Share Schemes And The Impact Of Inflation

▪ Tue, 28 Jun (16:00-16:45) Carbon Emission Accounts & Datasets For Global Corporates

▪ Tue, 05 Jul (15:00-15:45) An Update On EU Financial Services Legislation & Associated Initiatives

Visit  https://fsclub.zyen.com/events/forthcoming-events/

Watch past webinars https://www.youtube.com/zyengroup

https://app.pzaz.tv/app/pzaz/store/zyentv
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